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perils may make it more than a mere matter of convenience to come to an explicit political understanding with the British Empire.    It is not merely that England, the United States and France have common commercial interests all along  the Eastern  Pacific,  interests which  they cannot share with Germany, who is already at so many points a triumphant competitor.    It is, as Rear-Admiral Mahan has so conclusively shown, that the great effect of the Panama Canal will be the indefinite strengthening of Anglo-Saxon institutions along the North-East shores of the Pacific, from Alaska to Mexico, by multiplying the inhabitants of those regions and by a consequent augmentation of shipping and commerce.   Moreover, the identity of feeling between the North-American Pacific and Australia, both inheritors of the same political tradition, as to the question of Asiatic immigration, is certain to create political sympathies, and may draw into a common action the nations of which each forms a part.   The question of Asiatic immigration is, indeed, one on which Canada, the Western United States, Western South-America, Australia, and the rulers of the Islands of the Pacific are all at one.    It is a question in which the Triple Entente agrees with the United States. It is a question on which the four countries will continue to agree for many years to come.    It is a question on which the members of the Triple Entente disagree with Japan and China, and to a certain degree even with Germany.   The Panama Canal will thus undoubtedly tend to Europeanize the North-Eastern and   South-Western  Pacific,  while   it leaves the Western Pacific Asiatic.
But the important fact is that, just at the moment when the opening of the Panama Canal is linking the general interests of the new British Empire and of the United States in the Pacific America's need of English sympathy and friendliness is increased by the fact that the Canadian border will soon cease to be a colonial boundary and become really a British Imperial Frontier; that a new